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SHE'S AN 
ACTRESS! 


THAT'S 
SHE THINKS THE ONLY 
GETTING А NEW WORLD 
PROSTHETIC SHE 
IS TUST LIKE KNOWS! 
TRYING ON 
THE LATEST 
FASHION! 


ЕС o x | | THAT'S 

| ২ ] THE 

KIND OF 

PERSON 

SHINRA 

MIKOMOTO 
161 


7 N 


AND 
NOW SHE'S IT'S NO 
STEPPING WONDE 
OUT IN NEW THE 
BODIES, LIKE БЕСКЕ 
SOME KIND er 
ОЕ PHONY ANGRE 


PHOENIX. 


GREAT CITY 
OF NEW 
PORT..- 


---IN THE 
HANDS OF 


A WEAK, 
SPINELESS 
PRINCESS 
LIKE HER? 


---FOR THE 
BRAVE 
SOLDIERS 
WHO PUT 
THEMSELVES 
IN HARMS 
WAY TO 
KEEP OUR 
COUNTRY 
SAFE. 


WHICH IS 
WHY I ASK 
YOU NOW TO 
CAST YOUR 
VOTE FOR 
KAKLUYAMA! 


TLL TELL 
YOLI WHAT 
THEY MEAN 
TO ME. 
THEY'RE А 
SECOND 
CHANCE AT 
LIFE... 


IVE 
DEDICATED 
MY LIFE, 
BODY AND 
SOUL, TO THIS 
COUNTRY! 


IT'S LIKE 
А HAND- 
WRITTEN 
LETTER. 
IT'S GOT 
WARMTH. 


Ah, 


SOI 
ASK AGAIN. 
WHAT DO 
PROSTHETICS Т 
MEAN ТО 
you? 


BLIT WHAT 
ABOUT 
THE BODY 
YOU'RE 
BORN 
WITH? 


THETICS COUNTRY 
THING ALL 


NAILED 
IT! 


YOU'RE THE 
АА, PROBLEM, 
...WE'D এ Шы OLD MAN! 
HAVE HAD NN : IF IT WEREN'T : 
PROSTHETICS ( | FOR GEEZERS | E 
J LIKE you... | PG 


OF GETTING 
TORN TO $ 
SHREDS! : : Th , 


IR GIVE IT ЫР 
|| KAKUVAMAL 
к. 


EGG THE 
BASTARD! 


NOT 
GONNA WIN 


LIKE THAT 
THESE 
DAYS. 


“COURSE, 
I HAVEN'T 
PULLED THE 
TRIGGER ON 
PROSTHETICS, 
MYSELF. 


HOW'S IT 
LOOKING, 
SAITO? 


PATHETIC. 


SECURITY'S 
FULL OF 


READY THE 
SHOW CAN'T 
START TIL 
COUNCILOR 
MKOMOTO'S 
ON STAGE. 


---I LET 
THAT GUY 
GET THE 
JUMP ON 


BUT WE'RE 
PLAYING ON 
MY COURT 
NOW. THINGS 
WILL BE 
DIFFERENT 
THIS TIME... 


WE'VE 
GOT NO 
CHANCE OF 
STOPPING 
THE WHITE 
BEAR LIKE 
THIS. 


LAST TIME, 
I вот SO 
CAUGHT UP 
IN LOOKOUT 
DUTY... 


TELLING A 
SNIPER NOT 
TO SNIPE? 


TELLING 
BATOU ТО 
DROP THE 
SARCASM. 


SAVE 
YOUR 
BREATH, 
TOGUSA. 


THE 
PRINCESS IS 
RIGHT HERE. 
PHYSICALLY 

ANYWAY. 


*INSCRIPTION: XUANWU INSTRUMENTS. 


2 


MISS MKOMOTO, 
IT IS AN HONOR 
TO FINALLY 
MAKE YOUR 
ACQUAINTANCE. 


THE 
HONOR 16 

ALL MINE, GA 
MR- MA. DE 


2 


kar 


жоға 


AND I 
AM VERY 
.. THAT ONCE PLEASED TO 


You TAKE T. 
OFFICE, XUANWLI сыйын 


INSTRUMENTS 
INTENDS TO 
OFFER YOU A 
POSITION ON OUR 
HONORARY BOARD 
OF ADVISORS. 
ALL BENEFITS 
INCLUDED, OF 
COURSE. 


THAT'S 
VERY 
GRACIOUS 
OF you. 


---COUPLED 
WITH XUANWLI'S 
MANUFACTURING 
MIGHT, THE PRIDE 
AND JOY OF 
ALL CHINA... 


JUST THINK. 
YOUR PALACE АТ 
OSAKI, WITH ITS 
CUTTING-EDGE 
TECHNOLOGY... 


TOGETHER, 

WE COULD 

RULE THE 
PACIFIC. 


WOMAN 
WHO 
KNOWS HER 
WORTH. 

I ADMIRE 
THAT. 
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LET'S 
FOCUS ON 
AG BUSINESS INVESTMENT 
PARTNERS, FOR NOW. 
I'M CERTAIN 
WE'LL HAVE 
PLENTY OF 
OPPORTUNITIES 
TO GROW 
CLOSER 
OVER TIME. 


---WHAT 

I TRULY 

VALUE IN 
A WOMAN... 


THE WAY 
XUANWLI'S 
PEOPLE TALK, 
YOU'D THINK 
OSAKI WERE 
THEIRS TO DO 
WITH AS THEY 
PLEASE. 


SURPRISING. 
THEY NOW 
HOLD A 
FORTY-EIGHT- 
PERCENT 
STAKE IN THE 
COMPANY... 


нт... 
MAKE THAT 
FORTY-NINE 
PERCENT. 


THANKS TO 
YESTERDAY'S 
SCREWUR 
THE WHOLE 
PLAN'S GONE 
OFF THE 
RAILS. 


MY SCRIPT 
MAY HAVE 
BEEN A BIT 
UNDER- 
COOKED... 


--. OR OUR 
SECURITY 
TEAM A 
BIT TOO 
CAFABLE. 


THE YOUNG 
COUNCILOR, 
STRUCK DOWN 
ONLY TO RISE AGAIN, 
UNDETERRED... 

IT WOULD HAVE 
MADE QUITE THE 
WINNING IMAGE. 


YES, 
BUT YOU'VE 
OVERTAKEN 

MAYOR 
KAKLIYAMA 
IN EVERY 
DISTRICT. 


THIS ISN'T 
OVER UNTIL 
THE VOTES 


THAT'S 
NOT 
ENOUGH. 


STILL, YOUR 
VICTORY IS 
ALL BUT 
ASSURED. 


I WANT THIS 
тээл VICTORY ТО BE 
ABSOLUTE. 
ONCE OF NEW 
THE OSAKI PORT IS 
ELITES оо THE FACE 
SEE THE q 1 OF THE 
INFLUENCE NATION. 
I WIELD... 


--THEY'LL 


` ACTUALLY, 
nape < 5 1 I WONDER 
dar es $ IF IT MIGHT 
72 MEAN 2 : BE BEST... 

å ---FOR YOU 

TO SEVER 

TIES WITH 

OSAKI. 


ATTENTION 
THAT 
SOMEONE 
INSIDE THE 

COMPANY. 


--тауве (> 
BEHIND THE Å å 
VERY INCIDENT Ве 
THAT SET ALL ЎЎ 

OE THIS IN 

MOTION. 


SHOH 
HASHIKAMI. 


in Human Evolution 
17F Campaign Office 


/ WHO 
WOULD'VE 
THOUGHT 

YOU'D 
SHOW UP 
IN BROAD 

\DAYLIGHT... 


HERE'S 
YOUR ONE- 
WAY TICKET, 
OMPLIMENTS 

OF MR. 

OTOMO. 


9 
" 


Z 
iy 
BES 


SN 


BE SURE 
TO GIVE YOUR 
FATHER HIS 
REGARDS. 


GAY : BLIT THAT 
GOODBYE, TRICK WON'T 
SHOH | WORK 


HASHIKAMI. ANVMORE. 


ZA 


> E / 
Ax 
-Z 
X. 


TOGUSA. I 
: JUST CAUGHT 
NEED YOU A WHIFE OF 
Ат 2127 


STREET, 


FAST! 


THE 
COUNCILOR'& 
you, 1 OFFICE?! 
TOO, 1 зе | THAT'S WHERE 
SAITO! А HE'S GONNA 
A STRIKE?! 


IF HE 
SHOWS, 
WELL 
GIVE Him 


WHATEVER 
WENT DOWN 
HERE, THERE'S 
HARDLY ANY 
TRACE LEFT. 


OUTDID 
HIMSELF. 


DISAPPEARED 
LIKE FOOT- 
PRINTS INA 
BLIZZARD. 


HE'S EVEN 
BETTER 
THAN WE 
IMAGINED. 


AZUMA! 
REPORT! 


THE WHITE 
BEAR? 


CHECK 
OUT THE 
CAMERA 

UP ТОР. 

RIPPED TO 
SHREDS. 


NO. THIS 

TRACKS 

WITH HIS 
М.О. 


I'M GETTING 
EXCITED JUST 
THINKING 
ABOUT IT. (jif: STAY MOBILE, 
i MOVE FROM 


NEEDS TO * 


/ CARE МОТ = 
TO TRIP ANY di) ==> Š Secure 


SURVEIL- 


ту 72 THEN WE 
COUNTING HAVE TO 


ON THAT б Ñ MAKE 
EYE OF EE ই THE FIRST 
YOURS, = А : MOVE. 
SAITO. A 


HIS TIME, 
THE FIGHT'S 


TURE. 


NY 


hae Ез = [гї = = IEEE 


I RR یا‎ ED № 
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GHOST 
WHISPERS 


HMPH. SO 
THAT'S THE 
SUNKEN 
TREASURE. 


AWHOLE 
BOATLOAD OF 
RARE-EARTH 

METALS 
TRANSPORTED 
IN SECRET 
DURING THE 
WAR. 


LOOKS 
LIKE I'M 
NOT THE 

ONLY ONE 
PEEPING INTO 
KENBISHIS 


HOW 


WAS THE 
DRAGON 
PALACE? 

SO you : A SELF- 
KNOCKED THE ср DESTRUCT 
GUY OUT AND e £ 
НОРРЕР INTO | 

ONE OF THOSE | ` 111 | 
DIVER месне? Ud а > 

THAT'S HOW You fur i دت‎ зи 
ESCAPED THE ек 


BLAST? 


NOT 
BEFORE 
GETTING MY 
FACE GRILLED 
LIKE A PIECE 


OF STEAK. 


HATCH 
WAS so 
BUSTED IT 
WOLILDN'T 
CLOSE 
RIGHT. 


THE 
FIVE-NATION 
PARTNERSHIP 
PROPOSAL ON 
МАТА WOULD'VE 
RUINED THEIR 
CLAIM. 


AND 
THEY USED 
А ТУРЕ-А 
CHONGQING* 
VIRUS TO PUT 
IT THERE. 


*A CITY IN SOUTHWEST CHINA. 


CLEARLY 
THE QINGSHE 
AREN'T ACTING 


ALONE. IT'S 
THE CHINESE 
GOVERNMENT 
PULLING THE 

STRINGS. 


IT'S WHY CHINA 
WAS IN SUCH A 
HURRY TO START 
BUILDING THE 
MEGAFLOAT BY 
THEMSELVES. 


YEAH. 
і DEEP-SEA 
ORE DEPOSITS. 
THAT'S WHAT 
THE QINGSHE 
ARE REALLY 
AFTER. 


WHEN 
I WAS IN 
KENBISHIS 
SYSTEM, I 
FOUND OUT 
THAT THE 
QINGSHE 
HAVE A 
BACKDOOR, 
TOO. 


AND THE 
SUNKEN 
TREASURE? 
vou вот 
IT? 


I KNEW 
دوا‎ 


T'LL 
RETURN 
TO THE 


START OVER 
WITH MY 
TRAINING. 


OUR LAST 
MISSION 
MADE IT 
CLEAR THAT 
I'M ONLY 


WELL, I DON'T 
BELIEVE IN 
CHASING AFTER 
SOMEONE IF 
THEY'RE SET 
ON LEAVING. 


IM 
NOT FIT 
TO SERVE. 
I DON'T HAVE 
ANYTHING TO 
CONTRIBUTE 
TO SECTION 
9. 


YOU'RE PRIVY TO 


AFTER ALL, 


CLASS-A STATE 


SECRETS. WE'RE 


RESPONSIBLE 
FOR MAKING 


SURE THOSE LIPS 


OF YOURS STAY 
SEALED. 


3 


D 


11 С 
ШІ 


BUT I'M AFRAID 
SECTION 9 SEES 
THINGS QUITE 
DIFFERENTLY. 


THE 
ONLY WAY 
OUT OF THIS 
---OR BY JOB IS IN A = 
-1 DISAPPEARING COFFIN... 


--- | | SO COMPLETELY, 

A WE'RE UNABLE 

TO TRACK YOU 
DOWN. 


I THOUGHT 

ISUZU HAD 

EXPLAINED 
ALL THIS 


TO YOU... 


THE REASON 
I APPROVED 
YOUR TRANSFER 
FROM THE 
CHANNELING 
AGENCY, DESPITE 
YOUR LACK OF 
EXPERIENCE..- 


HUMANITY 
HAS MANAGED 


TO DIGITIZE 
EVERY ASPECT 
VET IT OF OUR 
CANNOT WORLD... 
SHAKE ITS 
BELIEF IN AN 
INTANGIBLE 
GHOST WITHIN 
EACH OF 
us. 


---WAS 
BECAUSE 
I FELT CERTAIN 
THAT YOU WOULD 
PLAY A CRUCIAL 
ROLE AT SOME 


OUR 
DISCOVERY OF 
THE MAJOR'S 


... AND LED PROSTHETIC 
YOU BACK SET THIS ENTIRE 
A FORMER TO THE VERY INVESTIGATION 
OPERATIVE OF ORGANIZATION IN MOTION... 
OURS ALWAYS THAT MADE 
LISTENED TO YOU WHO YOU 
THE WHISPERS ARE. 


OF HER GHOST 
BEFORE 
PLOWING 
AHEAD. 


THAT 
ALONE MAY 
BE EVIDENCE 
OF GHOSTS 
GUIDING OUR 
ACTIONS. 


WHAT ABOUT 
YOURS? 
WHAT DOES 
IT WHISPER 
TO YOu? 


NOW, 

IF THAT'S 
ALL, GET 
OUT THERE 
AND EARN 
YOUR KEEP. 


SIR, VES, 
SIR! I WILL 
PERFORM 
MY DUTIES 

TO THE FULL 
EXTENT OF. 
MY ABILITIES— 
BOTH 

PHYSICAL AND 
SPIRITUAL! 


WE'RE 
CLEAR. 
NO TRACE 
: OF US ON \ 
y JAPAN'S EYE | | Ax 
IN THE Sky. | À Ж S 


ALL 
FIGHT. 
GET THE 
STUFF ON 
BOARD. 


THAT ALL 
you've 
GOT? 


I'M AFRAID 
WE HAD A 
SPOT OF 
TROUBLE 
WITH A LITTLE 
RAT FROM 
PUBLIC 
SECURITY 


I TRUST 
you TOOK 


BUT OF CARE OF 


COURSE. 
YOU NEEDN'T 
WORRY 
ABOUT ANY 
POLITICAL 
FALLOUT. 


GOOD. YOUR 


SERVICE 
HAS BEEN 
APPRECIATED. 


THE 

RAT! 

HE'S 
ALIVE?! 


SQUEAK, 


| SQUEAK, 


SHIT- 
HEAD. 


---YOU DID А 
PISS-POOR 
JOB OF 
SEALING THE 
CRACKS. IT 
WAS A CINCH 
GETTING IN. 


you 
KNOW, FOR 
ALL THOSE 
FLASHY 
DEFENSES 
you PUT 
ЦР... 


I SEE. 


you 

y WENT 

FOR 

I SUPPOSE و‎ THEIR 
THEY'RE ALL EYES... 


WATCHING SOME 
DREADFULLY 
BORING SCENE 
YOU COOKED 
ur 


YOU'RE 
SHARPER 
THAN YOU 
APPEAR. 


I DIDN'T 
WANT ANYONE 
SPOILING OUR 

DATE. 


---YOU GONNA 
CLUE ME IN 
ABOUT THESE 
METALS YOU'RE 
AFTER? HOPIN' 
TO BUILD SOME 
KINDA NEXT-GEN 
PROSTHETIC? 


WHY 
ENLIGHTEN 
A DEAD 
2 
APOLOGIES, MANG 
BUT I HAVE 
A BUSINESS 
TRANSACTION TO 
CONCLUDE. 


"HE 
LUNGED 
АТ МЕ. I 
HAD TO 
SHOOT 

Him." 


DO You 
HONESTLY 
BELIEVE 
BULLETS 

CAN— 


REALLY 
NOW... 


: 
I 
5 
۵م‎ 


HERE'S SOME 
ENLIGHTEN- 
MENT FOR A 
DEAD MAN. 


PROSTHETIC 
MIGHT HAVE 
THE FANCIEST 
CARBON 
NANOFIBERS 
MONEY CAN 
BUN... 


---BUT 
ALL TECH 
BECOMES 


OUTDATED 
SOONER OR 
LATER. 


HEY NOW. 
DON'T 
GET THE 
WRONG 


I DON'T 


PICK 
FIGHTS. AND OUR 
THAT'S REMATCH? 
NOT МУ YOU'LL 


STYLE. NEVER 
KNOW IF 
YOU COULD 
HAVE | 
BESTED МЕ 
- 49 - HAND TO р 
HAND. 


so 
LONG, 
CHUMP 


WHAT THE 
HELL DID 
you ро?! 


TRY 
4 LOOKING 
La] pif nen BEFORE you 
» 1 
ASA NEXT TIME, THROW: 
ДҮ, T'LL BE 


Ж 1 I GOT A HIT | 
YEAH, 7 Л»; TAR 
WHERE'S HE є жж. 
HEADED? 


ON SHOH 
YOU'RE HASHIKAMI'S 
GOING LAST KNOWN 
AFTER LOCATION. 
HIM, 


| NE Е RIGHT? 
7 pra / 


CITY 


В NEW PORT 
M 
я 0 
0 


Y 


0 
0 
N 


---UNDER- 
STOOD. 


KEEP ME 
POSTED. 


IT WOULD 
APPEAR 
MY BULLET 
IS FAST 
APPROACHING 
ITS TARGET. 


LOT OF 

GOOD 

THAT'LL 

DO HIS Ё - à 

FATHER. N I TOLD You. 
THE MAN'S : : NOTHING 

DEAD. | CAN STOP 

ї HIM. 


HE'LL 
SEE HIS 


FATHER'S 
WISH 
THROUGH 
TO THE 


OH, NO. 
ADEPT 
HASHIKAMI 
IS VERY 
MUCH 
ALIVE. 


ENOUGH. 
YOU'RE NOT 
FOOLING 
АМУВОРУ. 


---BUT AS 


GHOST FOR HIS 
LIVES ON SOUL... 
IN ALL THE | 

АТЕЕЦІ 
FAITHFUL. 


TRUE, HIS 
VENERABLE 
PROSTHETIC 
AND BRAIN 

ARE NO 


HA! you MORE... 


MEAN THE 
SAME ATERUI 
THAT'S ALL 
BUT EXTINCT? 


WHAT'S IN l 
IT FOR VOL, 


ANYWAY? YOU 
YOMOTSU 
FREAKS 
WERE BRED 
TO FOLLOW 
ORDERS. 


HOW THE 
HELL CAN 
YOUR GHOST 
LIVE ON IF 
VOL DON'T 
HAVE ONE 
TO BEGIN 
WITH? 


THAT'S 
WHERE 
YOU'RE 
WRONG, 

TOMARU. 


THAT 

PROVES 

IT. THOSE ORDERED 
KIDS HAVE THE KID TO 

GOT GHOSTS. STAB THE DORM 

EACH AND MOTHER WITH 
EVERY ONE А SCREW- 
OF THEM. DRIVER? 


HE ACTED 
OF HIS OWN 
FREE WILL 
TO PROTECT 
A FRIEND. 


THEN WHA'SS 
THE POINT 
OF BREEDIN' 
PEOPLE WHO'LL 
LET THEMSELVES 
GET YANKED 
AROUND BY THEIR 
GHOSTS? 


HOLD ON. 
DON'T TELL 
ME YOU THINK 
GHOSTS AREN'T 
IMPORTANT. 


THIS WHOLE 
WORLD...CITIES, 
PEOPLE, YOU NAME 
IT.--IT'S ALL RUN 
BY MACHINES... 
WHAT WE NEED 
IS A LITTLE MORE 
EMOTIONAL 
CONNECTION. 


YOU CAN'T 
JUST STICK 
ONE INSIDE A 
HARD, METAL 
COFFIN AND 
EXPECT IT TO 
FLOURISH. 


ОФАК/Ф GOT 
PROSTHETICS 
WITH ALL THE 
LATEST TECH 
AS IT 16. 


WE 
SHOULD 
FOCUS ON 
PERFECTIN' 
WHAT WE 
ALREADY 
DO BEST. 


GHOSTS 


BREATHING 
BODIES. 


ARE MEANT TO 
INHABIT LIVING, 


MARK MY 
WORDS. FLESH 
IS THE FUTURE. 

SOONER OR LATER, 
EVERYONE'S GONNA 
BE CLAMORING FOR 
WARM BODIES WITH 
BLOOD PULSING 
THROUGH THEIR 
VEINS. 


THE 
ERA You 
PROMISED 
NEVER 
CAME. 
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CAN YA 
HEAR ME 
IN THERE, 

BROTHER? 


so 
THERE'S 
YOUR 
ANSWER. 


NOW YOU 
MUST 
PAY THE 
FERRYMAN 
HIS FEE. 


HASHIKAMI'S 
THE ONE 
WHO'S DEAD! 
HIS STUBBORN 
ASS GOT LEFT 
BEHIND WHILE 
TIME ROLLED 


THE WORLD 
WENT TO SHIT, 
AND PEOPLE 
DECIDED THAT 

CHEAP VERSATILE, 
MECHANICAL 
PROSTHETICS... 


--. WERE 
GOOD 
ENOUGH. 


THUS, 

YOU CHOSE ТО 
REMAIN AT OSAKI 
AND BE WASHED 

AWAY WITH THE 

CURRENTS 
OF TIME. 


WHICH IS 
PRECISELY 
WHY Т 
CHOSE 


TO ACT. THAT GOES 
FOR HIS FAILED 
EXPERIMENTS, 
TOO. 


HATE TO 
BREAK IT ТО 
YOLI, BUT THE 
FUTURE AIN'T 
GOT NO ROOM 
FOR FREAKS 
LIKE you. 


THAT WE HAD 
TO LEAVE 
OUR MARK 
UPON THIS 
INORGANIC 
WORLD... 
TANGIBLE 
PROOF THAT 
WE HAD BEEN 
BORN..-THAT 
WE HAD 
LIVED. 


LUCKY FOR 


HMFH..- 


US, PUBLIC BO AHEAE: 
SECURITY'S STRUGGLE 
¿CA GUNNING FOR ALL SOU 
YOUR MAN, 
WANT. 


TOO. 


T'LL BE 
THE ONE 
LALIGHING 
WHEN 
THE DUST 
SETTLES. 
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LOOKS 
LIKE PART 
OF THE 
HIGHWAY'S 
BEEN 
CLOSED OFF 


WE MIGHT 


PORT A LITTLE 
LATER THAN 
EXPECTED. 


WHAT'S SO 
FUNNY? 


NO ONE 
CAN MATCH 
THE WHITE 
BEAR... 


---УУНЕМ 
THE WORLD 
TURNS TO 
WHITE. 


I DON'T 
LIKE IT. IT'S 
LIKE SOME 
KINDA OMEN 
ABOUT THE 
COMING OF 

THE WHITE 
BEAR. 


WHY THE 

HELL IS IT 
SNOWING 
THIS TIME 


LOTTA 
GOOD OUR 


THERMOPTICS 
ARE GONNA DO 
IN ALL THIS 
SNOW. 


I HAVE THE 
HOME FIELD 
ADVANTAGE. 
HE HAS THE 
WEATHER. 


---THANKS 
FOR 
GETTING 
THE 
BULLET 
OUT. 


WHATEVER 
HAPPENS, 
NO ONE 
CAN SAY IT 
WASN'T A 
FAIR FIGHT. 


HE DOESN'T VA | | й HEY, ЫН... 
TALK MUCH... Ё, | Å WE HAVEN'T 
JUST LIKE 82 A MET BEFORE, 


DAD SAID B 2 aN HAVE WE? 


IM 
TRYING TO 
Focus. 


COULD 
YOu NOT 
TALK TO 

ME RIGHT 

Now? 


NOBODY 
WANTS 
TO HEAR 
WHAT I'VE 

GOT TO SAY 

ANYMORE. 


I HEARD 
THE NEWS 
THIS 
MORNING. 
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ABOUT 
OSAKI. THE 
POTENTIAL 
BUSINESS 
PARTNERSHIP 
WITH THE 
CHINESE. 


THEY'RE 
SAYING YOU 
WENT OFF ON 
---BUT SHINZO MIKOMOTO. 
HE'S THE ; LOOK, I KNOW 
FOUNDER! YOU'RE A BIG-SHOT 
ENGINEER, AND 
I KNOW YOU 
HELPED BUILD 
THE PLACE... 


AND 
IUDGING ВУ 
THAT LUMP 


ON YOUR 
FACE, YOU 
GOT INTO IT 


THAT BASTARD 
COULDN'T BEAT 
ME WITH LOGIC, 
SO HE FIGURED 
HE'D LET HIS 
FISTS DO THE 
TALKING. 


1 ANYWAY, 
WHAT'S THE TM BUSY 
PROGRAM? ; | Er 
I'M GONNA : ALONE. 
FINISH THIS | 
PROGRAM AND 
SHOW OSAKI 
MANAGEMENT 
WHAT I'M 
MADE OF. 


AW, 
C'MON! 
YOU, TOO, 
SHOH? 


YOU'RE 
b JUST LIKE 


TAKE 
BASEBALL, 
FOR 
EXAMPLE! 
IT'S THE 
PLAYERS! 
MISTAKES 
THAT MAKE 
IT EXCITING 

TO WATCH! 


А NEURO- 

MODULE. 
ITLL LET US 
IDENTIFY ANY 
ERRORS THAT 

CROP UP IN 
PROSTHETICS 
AND CORRECT 

THEM REMOTELY. 


WHERE'S 
THE FUN 

2 

you Gotta | ЇМ THAT? 


THAT'S THE 
ROOT OF 
WHAT MAKES 
US HUMAN! 


I'M 

TALKING ABOLIT 

UNPREDICT- 
ABILITY! 


THAT 
WAS THE 
FIRST TIME HE 
TOLD ME ABOUT 
YOMOTSU. HE'D 
KEPT IT SECRET 
ALL THAT 
TIME... 


---AND 

IT WAS THE 
DAY HE TOLD 
ME ABOUT A 
BOY NAMED 
YUKIO. 


< | — DAD 
HE | ОВРЕВЕР НМ 
SAID THAT : | ТО PROTECT А 
BOY WAS A YOLING GIRL, AND 
PERFECT | A HE DID...EVEN IF 
EXAMPLE OF | Д IT MEANT STANDING 
WHY ERRORS | UP TO THE SAME 


SHOULD BE t та | X MAN WHO GAVE 


EMBRACED. THE ORDER. 


THAT'S HOW 

COMMITTED 

HE WAS TO 
DAD. 


HOW'S my 
GREATEST 
CREATION 

HOLDING 
up? 


THAT'S 
VOL, ISN'T 
IT? YOU'RE 
YUKIO. 


NOW'S THE 
TIME TO GIVE THE 
KILLING BLOW 
AND BRING ALL 
THEIR SINS TO 
LIGHT. 


I'M GOING 
TO AVENGE 
MY FATHER. 


RIGHT 
NOW, OSAKI'S 


GOING TO PIECES 
TRYING TO CLEAN 
UP THE MESS I 
MADE WITH THEIR 
PROSTHETICS. 


WITH 
HER IN 
THE WAY, 
І... 


SHINRA 


MIKOMOTO N 
IS THE ONLY 
ONE WITH THE 

POWER TO 
BRING OSAKI 


BACK TO 
i LIFE... å 
AN 


AM I Е 
| SUPPOSED | 7 
3 TO INJECT 

ІТ? 


16 THAT 

ALL YOU 

HAD ON 
you? 


How N TEAT 
ESNS N a “ WAS THE 
WILL IT LAST VIAL 
LAST? ' IN THE 


CASE. 


PAPA'S... 


LET'S SEE 
IT THROLIGH. 
TOGETHER. 


DAD'S WISH 
LIVES ON IN 
MY HEART... 


---AND IN 
YOURS. 
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WE STILL IN 
THE SAME 
COUNTRY 


I'M GONNA 
NEED A NEW 
REMOTE. 


HOW ABOUT 
ANOTHER 
HIGH SCHOOL 
CHICK? 


WILL УА? I 
LIKED THAT 
ONE. 


CITIZENS 
WITHOUT 
CYBERBRAINS 
MAY CAST 
A PHYSICAL 
BALLOT AT 
CITY HALL. 


pe ELECTION এ 
ELL 


Fans BRR Saag Lar T 
7 


WELCOME! 
THIS ACCESS 
POINT IS FOR 

RESIDENTS OF 

R DISTRICT 

ONLY. 


THANK 
YOU FOR 
VOTINGI 


LET'S 
GO PLAY 
ON THE 
SWINGS! 


DID SHE 
TRY TO 
USE A 

FAKE 
1.2.21 


DISPATCH, 

WE'VE 

TAKING GOT A 
| CODE ОЗ 
IN ZONE 


MORE 
RUTHLESS 
EVERY 


AND WHY 
BOTHER? 
MIKOMOTO'S 
GOT THIS ONE 
IN THE BAG. 


THE 
COUNCILOR'S 
VICTORY IS 
CERTAIN. 


---THAT'S 
RIGHT. 


ONCE THE 
VOTES ARE 
IN, SHE'LL 
HEAD TO THE 
INAUGURATION 
VENUE AS ES 
PLANNED. 


SHE'LL 
ATTEND THE 
CEREMONY 


USING ONE 
OF HER 
REMOTES... 


YES. OF 
COURSE, 7 
MR. MA... 


SHE 
PUTS ON A / 
BRAVE FACE, £ 5 
ELIT DEEP ---OH, МО. 
DOWN, SHE'S I VERY . 
NOTHING BLIT MUCH - 
А МЕЕК POLIBT 
FEMALE. THAT. = 


--- LEAVING 
HER REAL 
BRAIN IN THE 
OFFICE. T'LL 
HAVE EASY 
ACCESS. 


ONCE I'M 
IN, HER MIND 
16 YOURS TO 

RESHAPE 

HOWEVER 
CHINA SEES 

FIT. 


-- VERY | : T Ç НЕН... 


WELL. 
Ç AND WITH 
SOODEYE Я : IT, CHINA'S 


FOR NOW, | x 
MR. МА. | ud ad 


POOR 
PRINCESS 
CAN'T CATCH 
A BREAK, 
CAN SHE? 


STILL 
WANNA 
GET INTO 
POLITICS, 
NOW THAT 
YOU'VE SEEN 
WHAT IT'S 
LIKE? 


GOOD 
THINKIN’. 


ONLY 
AFTER I GET 
SOME EYES 
INSTALLED IN 
THE BACK OF 
MY HEAD. 


IT'S 
FINALLY 
ELECTION 
DAY HERE 
IN NEW 

PORT... 


---АМР 
CYBERBRAIN 
VOTING RESULTS 

ARE ALREADY 
ROLLING IN 

FOR EACH 

DISTRICT. 


NEW PORT CITY 
MAYORAL ELECTION 


HAS SHINRA MIKOMOTO'S VICTORY BEEN DECIDED? 
IS MAYOR KAKUYAMA ABOUT ТО LOSE HIS SEAT? 


jMotoilKakuvama 


WELL, 
1 : WELL. NO 
COUNCILOR ] т SURPRISES 
MIKOMOTO HERE. 


HAS SECURED 
SEVENTY 
PERCENT OF 
THE VOTES, 
MAKING HER 
VICTORY ALL 
BLIT ASSURER 


WELL DONE, 
COUNCILOR- 


IS THIS 
WHAT VOLI 
MEANT BY AN 


ABSOLUTE 
VICTORY? 


COURSE- : 60 AHEAD 
T'LL SEE AND HAVE MY 
TO IT ACCEPTANCE 
MYSELF. SPEECH 
CUED UP 


SH-SHALL 
I GET AN 
OUTFIT 

WHICH Å TOGETHER? 
PROSTHETIC 
WILL YOU 
BE WEARING 
TO THE 
CEREMONY? 
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T'LL 
BE GOING 
IN MY OWN 

BODY. 


AND 
BESIDES... 


WHAT 
BETTER WAY 
TO SHOW YOLIR 
COMMITMENT 
TO FAIRNESS 
AND JUSTICE? 


WE'VE 
SEEN HOW 
CAPABLE | jg 
МУ SECURITY | 
DETAIL IS. А 


---WHO KNOWS 
WHAT DANGERS 
COULD BE 
LURKING BY MY 
BEDSIDE? 


MIGHT I 
SUGGEST 
LIBRA? 


DON'T THESE 
GUYS KNOW 
BETTER THAN 
TO RELY ON 
THERMOPTIC 
CAMO IN 
SNOW? 


HEAD 
COVERED, 
ASS STICKING 
OUT LIKE A 
RED FLAG... 
CLASSIC. 


ABSOLUTELY 
PATHETIC. 


HOW 
DO THEY 
EXPECT TO 
KEEP THEIR 
PRINCESS 
SAFE LIKE 
THIS... 2 


WAY TOO 
MUCH NOISE 
FROM ALL 
THIS SNOW. 


LOOKS 
LIKE I CAN'T 
COLINT ON MY 

HAWKEYE. 


RUN 
WEATHER SIMS TE 
Aer EIE DATA ON OPERATOR. 
KLICK RADIUS Tr. 
FOR THE NEXT 
AND POTENTIAL 


ТІ E HOU 

акса NE GLARE FROM 

AND SEND ME SURROUNDING 
BUILDINGS. 


SOMETHING 
TELLS ME 
THIS STORWS 
JUST GETTING 
STARTED. 


SAITO! І 
CAUGHT 
A WHIFF 
OF OUR 

BEAR! 


DUNNO WHAT | 


ver IN FACT... IT'S A 
PLACE |S т SMELL PUBLIC 
DEFINITELY BLOOD RESTROOM 
«тыы IN HERE, NEAR THE 
100. INALIGLIRATION 


THE WAY 


PLAZA. 


HE'S 
AVOIDING 


LOOKS LIKE 


CROPS HE TRIED ТО 
E Wê RINSE THIS 
PLACE DOWN, 


THOUGHT. 4 
| BUT THERE'S 


NO DOUBT 
ABOUT IT. 
IT'S HIM. 


ff AND 
i] KEEPING WELL 

AWAY FROM ANY 
\ \ SURVEILLANCE 


CAMS, TLL 


HE FOUND ў 4 
ІТ... 
A NICE HOLE қышты 
Ў WHERE'S HE 
AND CRAWLED , d 
HIDING? 
Wie TO / 
HIBER- 

NN 
NN 


NO 


HOW MANY 


BETTER 
PLACE ТӘ HIGH-RISES 
SNIPE FROM IN THE AREA 
ARE UNDER FU І- 
ell CONSTRUCTION? er 


TOWER. 


ONLY \ т FOUND 
ONE. 19ТҢ УУНАТ 
STREET, Б YOU'RE 

BLOCK. LOOKING 


HOW MANY 
OF THEM 
HAVE EYES 
ON THE 
VENUE? 


HAVE YOu 
SEEN 
HOW MANY 
FLOORS 
THIS THING 
HAS?! 


THERE 
ISN'T EVEN 
A WORKING 
ELEVATOR! 


YOU WANT 
ME TO GO 
ALL THE 
WAY LIP 
THERE?! 


GAVE YOU 
ANOTHER 


[Aff HELP IF I 
\ NOSTRIL? 


THE VENUE'S 
GOT A PRETTY 
PLUS, BIG CROWD 


THERE'LL ALREADY. 
BE BLIND 


SPOTS IN THE 
SURVEILLANCE 
CAMS WITH 
ALL THE 
SNOW. 


WHERE ARE 

YOU GONNA 

MAKE YOUR 
PLAY? 


-..YEAH. 
HE'D HAVE 
THE JUMP 

ON LIG 
HERE, 
TOO. 


WHAT'S 
IT GONNA 
BE, HUH? 


WE'LL JUST 
HAVE TO 
SHORE ЫР 
WHEREVER 
WE CAN AND 
HOPE IT'S 
ENOUGH. 


--- PLEASE 
DO. WE'LL 


THE SNOW'S 
AN OMEN, 
HUH? ФО 
WHERE IS 

THIS BEAR? 


COME 
HERE 
AND GIVE 
MEA 
ниб! 


YOU'RE SO 
ROUGH 
TODAY! 


I CAME 
AS SOON 
AS I'D 
FINIGHED 
VOTING! 


SWEETIE! 
WERE YOU 
WAITING 
LONG?! 


WHAT'S THE 


TIER? 


THAT WAS 
OVER THE М 
MINUTE ^ 
WE LEFT 
TOWADAL 


NOT ТО 
1 WELL, I 
MENTION, ⁄ | 
COULDN'T 
THE CHIEF u 
: LEAVE УОЫ 
SAYS THAT 
: ALL ON 
SECTIONS él Ó 
NEEDS ME 221277 YOUR OWN. 
„4 YOU'D MISS 
MEL 


“100 - 


VOL WENT 
TO ALL THAT 
TROUBLE 
SETTING UP OUR 
COVER STORY, 
AND NOW YOU 
WON'T EVEN 

PLAY ALONG. 


so YOU 
DECIDED 
TO STAY 
ON, HUH? 


---I FOUND MY 
CONFIDENCE. 
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AND... 
LOOK, I DON'T 
KNOW MUCH 
ABOUT THE 
CHANNELING 

AGENCY... 


THANKS 
TO ALL THE 
SNOW, WE CAN'T 
COUNT ON THE 
SURVEILLANCE 
NETWORKS TO 
SPOT OUR 
GUY. 


---BUT I'M 
HOPING WE 
CAN COUNT 

ON THAT 
SIXTH SENSE 
OF YOURS. 


I HAVEN'T 
KEPT MYSELF 
PURE ALL 
THESE YEARS 


FOR NOTHING! 


ARE VOLI 
KIDDING? I 
was BORN 

FOR THIS. 


THAT'S 
WHAT I 
WANNA 

HEAR! 


LET'S 60 
CATCH 
OURSELVES 
A BEAR. 


ГМ! 


LETS 
GET YOu 
TO THE 
VENUE... 


MIKOMOTO! 


= |05 з 


I UNDER- 
STAND YOU'RE 
PLANNING 
TO GIVE THE 
ACCEPTANCE 
SPEECH IN 

LILATIONS 
\ ЩО ON your 


N истовх 


KAN 


IM 
GETTING A 
BIT TIRED OF 
HEARING MY 
OPPONENT 
CALL МЕ A 


---МОТ COWARD... 
TO MENTION, 


I HAVE 
COMPLETE 
FAITH IN 
YOUR 
TEAM. 


ALL RIGHT. Ў 

WE'LL MAKE 
SURE THE 
VENUE 16 
SECURE. 
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BY THE WAY... 
I WAS THINKING, 
ONCE THIS IS 
OVER, MAYBE 
WE COULD GET 
DINNER. JUST 
THE TWO OF 
us? 


| WOW, ЫН... 
I'D LOVE 
TO. 


109 


WE'VE GOT 


ns, BEING 
"ORE ENI PLAZA. 
10401551 TAS, 
WEDD PAINT 
2) TARGETJON 
NIKOMOTO/S 


ааа тр 


О, GREAT 
SPIRITS 
OF THIS 
LAND OF 


---I 
HUMBLY 
ASK THAT 
VOL HEAR 
MY PLEA. 


THE 
WHITE 
BEAR?! 


--- YOU'VE 
BEEN 
CHEATING 
ON YOUR 
WIFE. 


HEY, UH, I'M PICKING 


CHIEF? ANY 
CHANCE WE 
COULD STILL 
PROCESS THAT 
RESIGNATION 


UP THE 
AURAS OF AT 
LEAST A FEW 
WOMEN WHO 

HAVE IT OUT 
FOR УОЫ. 


TSUNAGI 
REQUESTED? 


GREAT. 
LET'S 
PUSH IT 
THROUGH. 


НИРН--- 
IT'S во 
COLD our, 
I'M BARELY 
GETTING A 
WHISPER 


FER [ i FROM THE 
SOMEWHERE à Ñ : SACRED 


REALLY å à го TREE. 
QUIET, WITH A 
STENCH THAT 
MAKES YOU 


---IS А 
WANT TO 
GAG. VAGUE 


SENSE OF 


SOME DARK, 
CRAMPED 
PLACE. 


GUESS HE 


NY 
И. | 


DOESN'T EARLIER, 
LIKE THE I FOUND 
THOLIGHT OF OUT THAT 
‚ SOMEONE OUR WHITE 
> SPVIN' BEAR TOOK 
EE NIS 
ET DO WHILE HE A PIT STOP 
NE IN A PUBLIC 
SHUT т | RESTROOM. 
AZLIMA. I E 
TUST GOT 


REAL NICE 
JOB OF 
SMASHING 
‘EM UR 


OPERATOR. 


GET ME 
COORDINATES 
FOR EVERY 
SURVEILLANCE 
CAM IN THE CITY 


THAT'S BEEN 
FIND VANDALIZED. 
OUT WHEN CROSS-CHECK 
THEY WENT AGAINST THE 
2 OFFLINE. 


TIMESTAMPS.‏ دسا 


HURRY 
TSUNAGI! 


BE ADVISED, 

1. ONE OF OUR 
OPERATIVES 
IS ALREADY. 


TOOK OUT 


HE MIGHT 
STILL BE 
NEAR 
WHICH- 
EVER 
ONE HE 


LAST! 


I'M ON 
MY WAY. BE 
THERE IN 


OH! 
RIGHT! 


SO IF WE 
FOLLOW 
THE TRAIL 
OF BUSTED 
CAMERAS... 


THAT'S 
HOW WE 
FIND OUR 

BEAR. 


ISAT, 
A LARGE, 


: THIS 15 HQ. 
CONSTRUCTION. y 


I'VE GOT 
YOUR DATA. 


| THE MOST Ху 
RECENT 


HIS GOAL 
IS TO AVOID 
CAMERAS 
ALTOGETHER. 
BUT WHEN HE 
DOESN'T HAVE 
A CHOICE, HE 
TAKES THEM 

OUT. 


ALREADY IN 


THE BUILDING |) 


WITH YOu! |) 
4 


AGENT AZUMA 
APPEARS TO BE 
INVESTIGATING 
THE SITE ALONE. 


---1Т 
AIN'T FAIR. 
NOT EVEN 
TOGUSA 

APPRECIATES 
MY SENSE OF 


OPERATOR! 
WE NEED A 
FUCHIKOMA 
ON SITE, 
ASAP! 


DAMN 
IT! WHY 
WON'T HE 


ANSWER 
21 


= jie - 


AZUMA! 
DO you 
СОРУ?! 


I THINK 
WE MIGHT 
HAVE AN 

AGENT 

DOWN! 


TELL ME HA'S 


SURVEILLANCE 
BUDGET. 


CLOSE 


THE HATCH, | 
WOLILD 
you? T'VE 
GOT THE 
HEATER 
ON. 


THIS VAN 
BE ANY 


A SMALLER? 


PAZ. IT'S 
ISHIKAWA. 


LITTLE MISS 

MIKOMOTO 

SURE CAN 
PULL A 
CROWD. 


AH. SCOPIN' 
OUT THE 
VENUE, I SEE. 
---GEEZ, LOOK 
AT ALL THOSE 
PEOPLE. 


ANY 
CHANCE OF 
A VACCINE 
AGAINST THIS 
THING? 


IVE 
IDENTIFIED 
ALL OSAKI 

PROSTHETICS IN | 

ATTENDANCE. ДІ 


FIVE FOR 
ME, FOUR 
FOR VOL, 

BORMA. 


WE'RE NOT 
WORKING 'COURSE, IF 
WITH А LOT MANV MORE 

š POWER HERE টি? 
sA IT'S GONNA 
ISHIKAWA. /A BE ROUGH. 
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HOW 
ABOUT A 
TAMMING 
SIGNAL? 


THAT 
WON'T 
HELP 
EITHER. 


THE 
CYBERBRAIN 
BARRIER WAS 

INTACT. NO SIGI 


HE 
MUST BE 
SENDING 
THE SIGNAL 
IN PERSON, 
STRAIGHT TO 
HIS TARGET. 


NO CAN DO. 
THE MODULE'S 
BEEN INSTALLED 
INTO THE CORE 

MEMORY. 


I RAN 
FORENSICS 
ON THE ONE / 
I LOST. -/ 


ФО THAT 
LITTLE TERMINAL 
HE CARRIES 


AROUND IS HOW 
HE MAKES 'EM 
GO HAWIRE. 


- ПУ - 


SEEMS WE 
DON'T HAVE THE 


LUXURY OF JUST 
SITTING AROUND 
AT THE VENLIE, 
WAITING FOR HIM 
TO SHOW UR 


AND WE 
HAVE NO IDEA 
WHAT KIND 
OF RANGE HE 
HAS ON THAT 


RIGHT. ФО 
IF WE DON'T 
FIND THIS KID 
BEFORE 
MIKOMOTO 
TAKES THE 
STAGE, THINGS 
ARE GONNA 
GET MESSY. 


GIMME 


A SIGN 
YOU'RE 
ALIVE! 


ЗО = 


FUCHIKOMA, 
DO you SEE 
ANYTHING? 


NOTHING YET! 
IM WORKING 
MY WAY DOWN 
FROM THE 
TOP LIKE YOU 


TSUNAGI. 
I WANT 


YOU TO FIND 
SOMEPLACE 
SAFE AND WAIT. 
STAY OUT OF 


THIS IS 
THE WHITE 
BEAR WE'RE 
DEALING 
WITH- 


GREAT. WITH 
ALL THE DUST 
AND MOISTURE 
IN THE AIR, OUR 
THERMOPTIC'S 
PRETTY MUCH 

USELESS. 


HAPPENED TO 


BELIEVING IN 


YOUR TEAM- 


MATES?! 
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BESIDES, 
I REALLY 
DOUBT you 

COULD 
HANDLE HIM 
ON YOUR 
OWN. 


WHAT IS 
IT? YOU 
FEEL 
SOME- 
THING? 


IS IT THE 


BEAR? 


BEHIND 


ME. 


وس د 


ee Å 


COMING! 


WAKE UF 
AZUMA. 


WHAT 
HAPPENED? 
WAS IT THE 

BEAR? 


BUT IF THE 
FOOTPRINTS 
AND THE 
SCENT TRAIL 
ARE ANYTHING 
TO GO BY, IT 
WASN'T A ONE- 


SOMEONE 
CAME OUT 
OF NOWHERE 
AND SMASHED 
THE BACK OF 
MY SKULL. 


ALL KNOW 
HOW OUR 
BEAR PAL 
PREFERS 
TO WORK 
ALONE. 


SOMEONE'S 
TRYING TO 
KEEP SECTION 
9 AWAY FROM 
THE VENUE. 


THEY'RE 
OSAKI 
MODELS! 


WALKED 
RIGHT INTO 
HASHIKAMI'S 


KILL ‘EM, 
TSUNAGI! 


THEY'RE JUST 
CIVILIANS! 
THEY'RE BEING 
CONTROLLED! 


EASIER 


- |35 = 
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DAMN, 
THAT 
STINGS... 


GIVE 
SECTION 9 


IN 
Em 
ip $ 
bo 
95 
1٨ 
9% 
0 
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"BESIDES, 
I REALLY 
DOUBT 
YOU COULD 
HANDLE Him 
ON YOUR 
OWN.” 
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І.. THINK I 
OWE YOU AN 
APOLOGY... 


SHOH 
SET YOU 
up?! 


YOU THINK 
THE TWO OF 
THEM ARE 
WORKING 
TOGETHER? 


ШЕ 


D 
۳ 


YEAH. HE 
LED US 
STRAIGHT 
INTO OUR 
OWN BEAR 
TRAE 


THEY 


LOOK т JUST 

PRETTY FOUND 

FRIENDLY. SOME 
NO IDEA FOOTAGE 

WHY OF HIM 
THOUGH. AND THE 

BEAR. 

THREE 

HOURS 


OLD. 


GREAT. 
THE KID'S A 
SHEPHERD 


CASE, IT'S 
BAD NEWS. WE 
WOULDN'T BE 
IN THIS MESS IF 
TOGLISA WEREN'T 
DRAGGING HIS 


y 
2 E 
HEELS! Y 4 


Y 


I CROSSED 

OFF EVERY 

POSSIBLE 
SNIPER NEST... 


DAMN IT. 
HOW'D HE 
MANAGE TO 
SLIP OUR 
TRAP? 


CALLING ALL 
AGENTS. SET 
ЫР А PATROL 
AROUND THE 
STAGE AREA. 


HE'LL 
WANT TO 
GIVE THE 

KILLING 
BLOW IN 
PERSON. 
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THERE'S 
NO TIME TO 


WE 


GET TO THE 
STAGE, AND 


Г 


ЕТТ / 3 CIL LIEGE) 


THAT 
LEAVES LIS 
TO TAKE 
CARE OF 


COMING IN 
PERSON, YOU 
CAN BET THE 

KID'LL BE 
THERE, TOO. 
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OUR 
PRINCESS 
HAS 
ARRIVED. 


AS IF 
THIS FARTY 
NEEDED 
ANY MORE 
GUESTS. 
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i 
A. 
В. 
= 
= 
b 
ша 
E 


TOGUSA'S 

HEADING 

TO YOUR 
\ POSITION. 


LET'S GO 
WATCH 
KAZUYUKI’S 
DREAMS 
GO UP IN 
FLAMES. 


JUST 
IN TIME 
FOR THE 
SHOW. 
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JUST ONE 
MORE SIGN 
OF THIS CITY'S 
HIGH HOPES 
FOR ITS NEW 


IT'S A GREAT 
MAYOR. 


TURNOUT, EVEN 
WITH ALL THIS 
SNOW. 


THE 
PEOPLE HAVE 
SPOKEN, AND 

THEY WANT 
YOU TO LEAD 
THE WAY! HA 

HA HA! 


WE JUST 
WANT ТО 
CONFIRM 
ONE LAST 


I 
АРРЕЕСІАТЕ 
THAT. 


SECTION 9/5 
AGENTS ARE 
COVERING THE 
VENUE. WE'RE 
ON MAXIMUM 
ALERT. 
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---I'M AFRAID 
WE CAN'T 
GUARANTEE 
YOUR SAFETY 
ONE HUNDRED 
PERCENT. 


ARE VOL SURE 
YOU WANT ТО GO 
AHEAD WITH THE 

INAUGURATION 

IN PERSON? 
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---ТО JOIN 
LIS HERE 
FOR THE 
SWEARING 
IN OF 
COUNCILOR 
SHINRA 
MIKOMOTO..- 


THANK YOU 
ALL FOR 
BRAVING THE 
WEATHER 
TODAY... 


AND NOW, 
WITHOUT 
FURTHER 
ADO, THE 
NEW MAYOR 
HERSELF! 


SECOND. 


TAKE THE 
STAGE ANY 


< 
"az 
«Із 
326 
(59 
14:37 
It 
шо 
5 


I'VE GOT 
EYES ON 


TWERP'S 
TRVING TO 
BLEND IN 
WITH THE 
CROWD. 


HE'S IN 
SPECTATOR 
BLOCK C3. 


BATON! 
2 ромт 

টির и FORGET! 
TERMINAL ) / 
OUTOFHIS || 
HANDS, NO 

MATTER 

WHAT! 


YOU'VE 
ALL BEEN 
WAITING 
PATIENTLY. 


---ФО NOW, 
PUT YOUR 


T'LL BE 
TAKIN' 
CREDIT 

FOR THIS 
ONE! Š 


DON'T LET HIM 
SET THE OSAKI 
PROSTHETICS 


LONG SINCE 
NEW FORT..- 
NO, SINCE 
«ПАРАМ HAD 
А НЕКО.-.. 


---FOR OUR 
VERY OWN 
MAYOR- 


---SHINRA 
MIKOMOTOI 
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YES. 
I'M GOING 
OUT IN 
PERSON. 


- 154 - 


THE LIFE I 
PLEDGED 
TO NEW PORT 
IS IN HERE. 


CLIMBING 


| ONSTAGE! 


THEY'RE 
AHEAD OF \ 
SCHEDULE! ٧ 


ARN 
AW 


EX 


> 1885 


THE GHOST NM THE SHELL 


I ছি یا‎ E № 


TE О У ГУ syra ri 


INAUGURATION 


PEOPLE 
OF NEW 
FORT... 


TO 
ATTEND THIS 
INAUGURATION 
CEREMONY --- THANK YOU 
IN PERSON. зо MUCH 
IAM TRULY FOR COMING 


GRATEFUL. OUT TODAY 


DESPITE THE 
UNFORTUNATE 
WEATHER.-- 


AS IM 
SURE 
YOU'RE 
m ALL WELL 
AWARE BY 
NOW..- 
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SHINRA 
MIKOMOTO, 
YOUR NEWLY 
ELECTED 


YES, THIS IS 
A DAY FOR 

Ж. CELEBRATION. 
BLIT IT'S NOT 

ABOUT ME. 


THIS IS 
ABOUT THE 
REVOLUTION 
WE'VE JUST 

SET IN 
MOTION. 


TODAY, MY 
FATHER 

GETS HIS 

=NGEANCE- 


I PLEDGE 
MY LIFE TO 
FIGHTING FOR 
ALL OF YOU. 


NOTHING 
CAN HOLD US 
BACK NOW. 
LET LIG RISE 
AGAIN LIKE 
PHOENIXES 
OUT OF THE 
ASHES, INTO 
A NEW AND 
BETTER 
FUTURE! 


WHAT'S 
GOING 
ON?! WHY 
WON'T IT— 


EVERY OSAKI 
PROSTHETIC 
HERE GOT THE 
VIP TREATMENT. 
WE GAVE 'EM 
THEIR VERY OWN 
BOX SEATS. 


DON'T 
BOTHER. 


BET YOU 
WERE HOPIN' TO 
SHAKE THINGS UP 
AT THE VENUE AND 
GIVE THE BEAR HIS 
CHANCE TO SLIP IN. 


TOO BAD WE SAW 
RIGHT THROUGH 
YOUR PLAN. 


TROUBLE. 


...AS WE 


CELEBRATE 
THIS TOYOUS ---LET US 
VICTORY! ALL RAISE 
OUR VOICES 
AS ONE... 


IVE 
GOT SHOH 
HASHIKAMI IN 


CUSTODY THE 
TERMINALS 
SECURE. 
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NOTHIN' 
HERE, 
EITHER. 


UNLESS 
THE GUY 
CAN GROW 
WINGS, HE'S 
NOT GETTING 
ANYWHERE 
NEAR THE 
PRINCESS. 


NOT FROM 
WHERE I'M 
SITTING. 
VENLE'S 
CLEAR. 


ANY SIGN 
OF THE 
BEAR?! 


POLICE 
ARE STILL 
STANDING BY 
AT ALL THE 
ENTRANCES. 


WHAT 
ARE THEY 
SAVING2 
HAVE THEY 
SPOTTED 
BEARY- 
BEAR?! 


TALK TO 
ME, SAITO. 
THINK HE'LL 
GO FOR THE 
SNIPER 


AT EVERY 
FOSSIBLE 
SNIPER 


CRISIS 
AVERTED. 
MAYOR 
MIKOMOTO'S 
SAFE. 


so HE'S 
NOT GONNA 
ATTACK THE 

VENUE?! 


RIGHT; 
TOGLISA? 


LEAVE THE 
CEREMONY 
TO PAZ 'N 
BORMA. 
ТНЕУМЕ 
ФОТ THIS. 


HE CAN'T. 
HE'S GOT 
NO WAY IN. 


SHOULDN'T 
WE GO 
SEARCH 
THE CITY? 


٣ № 1‏ نه 


MUST'VE RUN 
OUT OF DRUGS, 


TARGET'S 
RIGHT 
THERE. 60 
WHERE'S 
YOUR 
BULLET? 


HUH? BET HE'S 
LYING IN A DITCH 
SOMEWHERE. 


"CHERISH 
THE ERRORS.” 
KAZUYUKI SURE 

WAS FULL 

OF SHIT. 


WELL, I 
GUESS THE 


TIME TO TAKE 
you BACK TO A 
LAB AND CARVE 

you UP FOR 

SCIENCE. 
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ALL 
AGENTS, 
CONTINLIE 
TO MONITOR 
THE VENLE. 


YEAH, 
BLIT...HE 
CAN'T 
GET IN. 


HE DOESN'T 
STOP UNTIL 
HE'S CAUGHT 
HIS QUARRY. 


IF HE 
COMES 
CHARGING IN, 
EVEN THESE 
LOCAL COPS 
WON'T BE ABLE 
TO MISS. 


HEY, КІР. 
WHERE'S 


DON'T 
FEEL LIKE 
TALKIN’, 
HUH? 


FINE BY ME. 
YOU AND ME 
CAN HAVE A 
NICE, LONG 
CHAT BACK 
IN HOLDING. 


NEW FORT 
CITY IS THE 
ENGINE THAT 
DRIVES OUR 
NATION'S 
ECONOMX 


IN OUR 
GOVERNMENT'S 


HASTE TO 1 Š 
RECOVER FROM ж 
THE WAR, IT 7 শর y 
LOST SIGHT OF | 
WHAT IS TRULY - 


IMPORTANT. 


AND 
BECALISE 
OF THAT 
ТАРАМ NOW 
TEETERS 
ON THE 
BRINK OF 
DISASTER. 


ېن 


WE HAVE 
WORLD-CLASS 
TECHNOLOGY =p E > 0 

AT OUR : Ñ 
FINGERTIPS... 


--- YET 
MOST OF THE 
FATENTS GET 
SCOOPED UP 

BY FOREIGN 


INDUSTRIES, 
po | LEAVING OUR 
7 COUNTRY ALL 


THE FOORER 
FOR THAT LOST 
KNOWLEDGE. 


WE MUST 
PROTECT THESE 
TECHNOLOGIES 
LIKE WE WOULD 
ANY OTHER 
NATIONAL 
TREASURE... 


LIT, 


UNLESS WE 
ACT NOW, 


OUR NATION 


WILL FALL 
INTO RUIN. 


---FOR 
THEREIN LIES 
THE GREATEST 


PROMISE OF 
PROSPERITY IF WE ARE 
: FOR THE TO SURVIVE, 
5 JAPANESE WE MUST LEAD 
PEOPLE! THE WAY IN 
TECHNOLOGICAL 
ADVANCEMENT. 


T HOLD 
NOTHING 
BUT THE 
GREATEST 
GRATITUDE 
F AND RESPECT 
| FOR OUR 
| матом 
| ENGINEERS... J 


zvow 
TO STAND 
FIRM AND 
FACE THESE 
PERILOUS 
TIDES HEAD 
ON! 


DAD PUT 
EVERYTHING 
INTO HIS 

WORK... 


THEY'RE 
LOOKING 
TO SELL 
VOMOTSU'S 
TECH TO THE 
HIGHEST 
BIDDER. 


LIKE THEY 
WERE EVER 
ANYTHING 
MORE THAN 
A CASH COW 
TO YOU... 


FAWNED IT 
OFF LIKE 
IT WAS 
NOTHING! 


SHINRA | 


CUT A 
DEAL WITH 
ОТОМО- 


GRATITUDE? 
DON'T MAKE 
ME LAUGH. 


SHIT. 
DONT. 
———JELI=ME 
HES— 
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you 


LIKE THAT? 
JUST HITS LIKE A 
BOMBARD THE STUN GUN 
PERSON WITH STRAIGHT TO 
ULTRA-COMPRESSED THE CYBER- 
DATA UNTIL THEY BRAIN. 


OVERLOAD... 


AH, 
GUESS 
YOU CAN'T 
HEAR 
ME- 


ЇЇ 


їр 77 


Ñ 
РІШ 
"м 


SHE'S ЧР 
THERE. 


WHAT'S 
THE 
MATTER? 


LONG 
TIME NO 
SEE, WHITE 
BEAR. 


DID 
HASHIKAMI 


IT'S GOTTA 
BE SOME 
KIND OF 
JAMMING 
SIGNAL. 


WHATEVER 
IT 16; MY 
HEAD'S 

SPINNING... 


SHIT! 
BATOU! 


GONNA BE 
A WHILE 
BEFORE 

HE'S BACK 
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THE HELL | 
HAPPENED | 
HERE?! 


WE 
GOT OFF 

EASY. IF WE 
HAD ANY MORE 
PROSTHETICS 

ON US, WE'D 

HAVE BEEN 
KNOCKED OLT 

COLD, JUST 

LIKE... 
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WAIT. ФО 
PAZ AND 


ARE 
DOWN, 
TOO?! 


HOW 
LONG'S 
THAT 
GONNA 
TAKE? 
WE HAVE 
TO BUY 
SOME TIME 
UNTIL SAITO 
RECOVERS. 


HOPEFULLY, 
LESS TIME 
THAN IT TAKES 
THE BEAR TO 
KILL US. 


OR WE 
TO WAIT gm JAMMING 7292:8 COULD 
| SIGNAL. 2» ; be. ацёт PUT 
AN END 
TO THIS 
RIGHT 
NOW. 


I CAN'T 
LINE 
UP МУ 
SHOT! 


FROM 
HERE ON 


OUT, WE'LL 

JUST HAVE 

TO LISTEN 
TO OUR 
GHOSTS. 


OUR AIM 
WON'T 
MATTER 
IF HE'S 
AT POINT- 
BLANK 
RANGE. 


YOU WANNA 
FIGHT THAT 
MONSTER 

HEAD ON?! 


WHAT'S 
HE 
DOING? 


IT'S NO 
USE... 


WE CAN'T 
HIT HIM IF 
THERE'S 
NOTHING 
FOR US 
TO HIT! 


I'VE к 
SEEN you 
AZUMA SHOOT. I LISTEN ЦР 
AND I WILL KNOW YOU TSLINAGI. 
STALL THE CAN DO 


THIS. 


YOU'RE 


THE ONLY 
ONE WHO 
1 
2 BLT SOL WASN'T HIT 
BY WHAT- 
HAVE TO 
PUT HIM EVER HE 
DID то 


DOWN. LIS. 


"FAILED 
EXPERI- 
MENTS"? 
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I SUPPOSE 
THAT'S ALL 
WE LOOK LIKE, 
TO THOSE WHO 
HAVE TRADED IN 
THEIR HUMANITY 
FOR CRUDE, 
MECHANICAL 
BODIES. 
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WE WERE 
BORN OF OUR 
FATHER'S DESIRE 
TO SHOW WHAT 
IT MEANS TO BE 
HUMAN. HE LOVED 
US AND RAISED 
US IN THAT PLACE 
SO THAT WE WOULD 
BE PREPARED TO 
SERVE A HIGHER 
PURPOSE. 
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BUT you 
COULDN'T 
BE MORE 
MISTAKEN. 


BEHOLD; 
DEAR 
HE'LL SEE à MOTHER. 
FATHER'S 2 MY LITTLE 
WISHES BROTHER'S 
AND PROVE 


ONCE AND 
FOR ALL... 


--ТНАТ 
WE, THE 
SERVANTS 
OF АТЕЕШІ... 


THE ONES 
| WHO ARE 
| SUPERIOR. 
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NO! 
DON'T 
DO THIS! 


SHE KILLED 
ЖУ FATHER NONE 
AND STOLE HIS OF VOL KNOW 


8 WHAT THAT 
І DON'T SHE RESEARCH N HAS 


CARE TRIED TO DONE. 
ABOUT HAVE ME 


ANY ОЕ KILLED, 


| TOO. IF 
RAR I DON'T 


STOP 
HER— 


DO YOU THINK 
YOU'RE SOME KIND 
OF HERO FIGHTING 

AGAINST EVIL?! 
FROM WHERE I'M 
STANDING, YOURE 

THE EVIL ONE! 


I GAVE 
You А 
CHANCE... 
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TSUNAGI. 


PROTECT. 
TSUNAGI. 


"EX BEARY- 
(A хе Ду . BEAR... 
Z +” Ж 


š 
š 
à 


۵6 


NOOOO! 


THE GRIM 
REAPER 


«ас 


YOURSELF 
LUCKY 


YOU'VE 
BEEN 
A REAL 
PAIN IN 
THE ASS, 


I WAS 
AIMING 
FOR YOUR 
HEAD. 


THERE'S 
TWO THINGS 
THAT REALLY 

GRIND MY GEARS. 

НАМІМ! TO CLEAN 
UP AFTER 
ROOKIE 
COPS..- 


---АМР 
MISSIN’ 
OUT ON 
A GOOD 
PARTY. 


AMPH. 
AIN'T NO 
FUN IN 


LIKE 
THEY'RE 
FINALLY 
сом“ 


WHAT 
IN THE 
WORLD...2 


WH-WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


ОН, GOD! 
ANOTHER 
ATTACK?! 


PLEASE 
EVACUATE 
IMMEDIATELY! 
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LISTEN 
ur FOLKS! 
WE'VE FOUND 
AN EXPLOSIVE 
DEVICE IN THE 
AREA! 


ÅÅ EXPLOSIVE 
DEVICE?! 


THEY'RE 
TRYINS TO 
BLOW THE 
PLACE up! 


THEY JUST å 
GOT HIT BY | DON'T 
UNEXPLAINED FORGET 
MICROWAVE YOUR 
RADIATION AT T BAGS! 
THE MAYOR'S 
INAUGURATION. 
I FIGURED, 
BETTER TO HEAD 
THEM OFF BEFORE 
THEY START 
SHOUTIN' FOR 
А LAWSUIT. 


ANYWAY, 
THEY'RE 
FINE NOW. 
l JUST LOOK 
AT ALL THAT 
ENERGY! 


COME TO 
THINK OF IT, 

HOW'D A SOLPED- 

OUT OU CYBORG LIKE 


---THEN 
AGAIN... 


---Т 


HAVEN'T ME REBOOT BEFORE 
HAD MUCH ALL OF THEM? GUESS 
esse THAT'S WHAT THEY 
বো وت‎ GET FOR BUYING 
E WE AU THE GENERIC 
THE TRAVEL CRAP. 


THE FANCIEST 
PROSTHETIC 
IN THE WORLD 
ISN'T WORTH А 
DAMN IE YOU 

DON'T TAKE 
CARE OF IT. 


GET 
OVER 
HERE AND 
LEND ME 
A HAND. 


N 
HANG TIGHT. A 
ILL SEND | 
OVER THE 1 
MAINTENANCE 71) 
CREW. 


QUIT 
GLOATING. 


GENERIC 


f CRAP IS 
HA! CYBORG ALL T'VE 
LIFE DOES GOT RIGHT 


NOW. 


SURE DID 
A NUMBER 
ON YOU, 
нин? 


YOU GOTTA 
BE A CRAZY 
BASTARD TO 
STICK WITH A 

NATURAL BODY 

IN THIG LINE 

OF WORK. 


STILL BEATS 
HAVIN' TO LOOK 
DEATH IN THE 
FACE EVERY 
TIME THERE'S 
SOME ACTION. 


MY WIFE AND 

DALIGHTER'S 
FLASHING 
THROUGH 
MY MIND. 


LIKE 
I SAID, 
YOU'RE 
ALWAYS 

LOOKIN! 

DEATH IN 

THE FACE. 


you 
CALL UP 
THE CHIEF 
AND FILL 
HIM IN. 


AZUMA, 
YOU'RE 
WITH ME. 


¡CAUSE 
YOU'RE МОТ 
GONNA DO 
ANY GOOD 

STANDIN' 

AROUND 


I'LL GET 
SHOH INTO 
HOLDING. 


BEEN 
ME. 


LOOKING 
OUT FOR 


EVER 
SINCE 


% 
OR 
ше 
та 
I 


LOOKED 
OUT FOR 
I WAS 
LITTLE. 


МЕ, 
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SOUNDS 
LIKE HE 
WAS A GOOD 
OLDER 
BROTHER. 


WHAT 
WAS HIS 
NAME? 


HE AS 
TOUGH AS 
I SAD? 


YEAH. 
DIDN'T 
GIVE ME 
A SINGLE 
OPENING. 


THE 
MOMENT WE 
TOOK THE SHOT 
WAS THE ONE 
MOMENT HE 
LET HIS GUARD 
DOWN... 


--. AND 
ALL THOSE 
MEMORIES 
YOU'D BLOCKED 
OLIT CAME 
FLOODING 
BACK TO 
YOU. 


---OR 


ALL I KNOW à BELIEF, 
IS THAT WHAT N : OR KARMA. 
YOU AND YUKIO ` 
SHARED WENT 
DEEPER THAN 
ANY OF THAT. 


NISS 
MIKOMOTO, 
ARE you 
HURT? 


THIS IS 
TOGLIGA. 


THE MAYOR 
IS SECURE. 


I WAS BORN 
THE DAUGHTER 
OF SHINZO 
MIKOMOTO. I'M 
THE HEIRESS TO 
THE OSAKI HEAVY 
INDUSTRIES 
EMPIRE. 


I LIVED А 
LIFE OF 
GLITZ AND 
GLAMOUR 
AS AN 
ACTRESS... 


---AND I RAN 
A SUCCESSFUL 
BID FOR MAYOR 

OF NEW PORT. 

NOW, ON THE 

NIGHT OF MY 
INALIGLIRATION, 

ти STARING 

AT AN EMPTY 

FIELD. 


ФО THIS 
IS WHAT 
IT'S LIKE 
TO NOT HAVE 
EVERYTHING 
GO YOUR 


...I FEEL 
MORE ALIVE 
THAN EVER. 


POSTPONING 
THAT DINNER 


ALL RIGHT; 
LET'S GET 
you HOME. 


YOU'RE 
NOT THE 
MAYOR. 

| YOU NEVER 
WERE. 


---A MEASLY, 
SPINELESS 
PUPPET 
ОЕ OSAKI 
INDUSTRIES. 


IM THE 
TRUE 
PATRIOT! 
I'M THE 
HERO THIS 
COUNTRY 
NEEDS..-! 


DAMN 
TRAITORO...! 
THAT'S WHAT 

you GET! 


THIS IS 
TOGUSA. 


SHINRA 
MIKOMOTO 
IS DOWN. 
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TIPPED THE 
BALANGE 


I APPRECIATE 
YOU COMING. 


CHIEF 
ARAMAKI, 
MR. OTOMO 
IS HERE ТО 
SEE YOU. 


WHAT'S 
THIS 
ABOUT? 


I THOUGHT 
PERHAPS 
you OUGHT 
TO SIT IN... 


I'^ ABOUT 
TO BEGIN THE 
DEBRIEFING 
FOR OUR 
LATEST CASE. 


PLEASE, 
HAVE A 
SEAT. 


ЯЛА. 


---GIVEN 
HOW CLOSE 
YOU ARE ТО 

THE MATTERS 

AT HAND. 


REMIND 
ME WHY 
IM DOING 
ALL THE 
HEY YOU'RE \. PEDALING? 


THE ONE WHO 
WANTED TO GO 


FOR A RIDE IN 
THIS THING. 


THIS 16 WAY 
LESS FUN 
THAN I 
IMAGINED. 


---I'M 
SUPPOSED 
TO READ 
ALL OF 
THIS? 


IT'S THE FINAL 
CASE REPORT, 
THE CHIEF COMPLETE 
HAD A PAPER ; ЩЕ. WITH DETAILS 
COPY MADE FOR | ( 23 FROM SHOH 
YOU TO READ. ২৯ 1522 HASHIKAMI'S 
Y'KNOW, BECAUSE I = AN TESTIMONY. 
| OF THE WHOLE ОД A ⁄ 
NO CYBERBRAIN 
২ THING. 


BETTER 


WE! 0 GET 
RESERVATIONS STARTED, you COULD 
FOR ШАРРА- THEN. FIT A WHOLE 


TIRUL HOT POT. DETECTIVE 
WOULDN'T 
NOVEL ON A 
WANT TO MISS STACK THIS 


IT, WOULD 
YOU? 


BIG! 


I'M 
I GUESS SUCH AN 


WE'VE GOT 
NO CHOICE... 6 eg 4 


READER... AHEM. 
TOGUSA, 
DARLING? 


WE'LL 
HAVE TO 
SPEND THE 
NIGHT HERE 
IN THIS SWAN 
BOAT. JUST THE 
TWO OF US. 
HOW ROMANTIC! 


FINE. GEEZ. 
T'LL GIVE 
you THE 

RUNDOWN. 


AWW, C'MON! 
YOU KNOW 
YOU WANT 

To! 
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THIS 
WHOLE MESS 
STARTED... 


THE 
COMPANY HAD 
BEEN FALSIFYING 
DURABILITY DATA 
ON ITS MACHINE ---WITH A 
PARTS IN ORDER MASS RECALL 
TO SKIMP ON OF OSAKI 
COSTS. PROSTHETICS. 


PREDICTABLY, 
ISSUES STARTED 
CROPPING UF 
AND THE COMPANY 
ANNOUNCED IT 
WAS RECALLING 
ALL TYPE-29 
MODELS FOR 
DISPOSAL. 


IT JUST во 4 RIGHT AROLIND 
HAPPENS THAT THE SAME TIME, 
SS OSAKI WAS 
CHINA WAS 
EXPLORING THE NEGOTIATING 
POSSIBILITY OF : A POTENTIAL 
MINING OPERATIONS 2 : PARTNERSHIP 


OFF THE OKINAWAN : WITH CHINESE 
ATOLL TO SECURE : INVESTORS. 
RESOURCES 5 
FOR NEXT-GEN 
PROSTHETIC 
DEVELOPMENT. 


BUT THEY HAD A 
PROBLEM. THE 
MINING SITE WAS IN 
HIGHLY IRRADIATED 
WATERS, THANKS TO 
AN OLD NUCLEAR- 


IN ORDER 


TO MINE THE POWERED CARGO 
DEPOSITS, SHIP THAT SANK 
CHINA NEEDED DURING THE WAR. 
A STEADY 
i STREAM OF 
енни: DISPOSABLE 


SO OSAKI 
THOUGHT IT 
COULD KILL 
TWO BIRDS 

WITH ONE 
STONE AND 

RECOVER ITS 

LOSSES... 


А PROSTHETICS. 


THAT'S 
WHAT REALLY 
STARTED 
OSAKI GOING 
OFF THE 
RAILS. 
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A BUNCH OF 


NOW THEY HAD N 
CONTAMINATED 


за PROSTHETICS 
--- l 
“EL dom THEY COULDN'T 
DISPOSE OF 
АТЕВЦІ ТО 
THROUGH 
TAKE CARE 
NORMAL 
OF THINGS CHANNELS 
BEHIND THE : = 
SCENES. 


THAT 
I THINK WE 
OWE THAT TO EXPLAINS 


I ALL THE 
THE TENACITY š 
OF SHOH POLLUTANTS 


AND HIS د‎ IN. MATOR 
FATHER. BUT WAIT... ЕДЕСА 
PROSTHETIC! 
HOW'D we ! 
MANAGE 
TO FIND 
THAT ONE 
BATCH OF 
PROSTHETICS? 


ОЕ ЕАТНЕЕ, 
THEIR SENSE 
OF JUSTICE. 


WHEN 
KAZUVUKI 


GOT WORD SHOH 
OF ALL REALIZED WHAT 
THIS... WAS GOING 


ON AND SPOKE 
OUT, BUT THE 


HIGHER-LIPS 
и MADE SURE HIS 
ча COMPLAINTS 
TRIED TO GOT BURIED. 
APPEAL 
DIRECTLY 
TO THE 
FOUNDER, 
SHINZO 
ОМОТО- 


OSAKI 
RESPONDED 
WITHA FEW 
BULLETS TO 
THE CHEST. 


BOTH FATHER 
AND SON TRIED 
TO STAND ЫР 
FOR WHAT'S 
RIGHT... 


---ONLY 
FOR ONE 
TO BE 
KILLED... 
---АМР 
THE OTHER 
DRIVEN INTO 

HIDING. 


b. 


IT SAYS HERE 
THAT THE TWO 
FAMILIES USED 
TO BE ON 
GOOD TERMS. 
KAZUYUKI 
WAS RAISING 
SHINRA'S 
SISTER! 


BOTH FAMILIES 
WERE TRYING TO 
PROTECT OSAKIS 
FUTURE, BUT THEY 
HAD DIFFERENT 
WAYS OF GOING 
EVER SINCE, ABOUT IT. 
THE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN THEM 
WENT SOUR. 


RELATIONSHIP 
TROUBLES, 
HUH? 


WHAT'S 
THE 
MATTER, 
BATOU? 


ALMOST 
SOUNDS LIKE 
YOU'RE 


REMEMBERING 
SOMETHING 
FROM YOUR 

PAST. 


ANSWER 
ME ONE 
QUESTION. 


AND HE 
DID IT ALL 
ON HIS 
DIME! 


you WONT 

BELIEVE IT! THE 
YAMBARLI BOSS 

FIXED HER UP 
FOR ME. SAID A 
GIRL WITH SUCH 

A BRIGHT FUTURE 

AHEAD OF HER 
OUGHT TO GET 

A CHANCE TO 

SEE IT. 


RELATION- 
ভি 


ARE YOU A 
SCHOOLGIRL 
AGAIN? 


HE 
CALLED 
IT OUR 
JEWELLED 
BOX. 


I THINK 
- HE MEANT 

HE ` IT'S HIS 

APPRECIATES PARTING 

‘COURSE, URASHIMA GIET TO 


THEY 
TARO'S HARD US. 
BELONGED WORK IN 


TO JAPAN IN 
THe EST RUNNING 


PLACE. QINGSHE. 
THE 
SYNDICATE'S 
REGAINED 
CONTROL 
OF THE NATA 
MEGAFLOAT 
AND THE 
RARE-EARTH 
DEPOSITS. 


THE BOSS 
SEEMED REAL 
EXCITED ABOUT 

RESTORING 
OKINAWA, TOO. 

HE WANTS TO 
BRING BACK 
THE GOOD 
OLD DAYS. 
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AND YOU 
BROLGHT ME 
ALL THE WAY 
OUT HERE, 
TO THE MOST 
DANGEROUS 
WATERS IN 
I ALSO JAPAN, JUST 
THOLIGHT 4 > TO TELL ME 
YOU MIGHT U =~ THAT? 
ENJOY THE : = 
FIREWORKS. 


FIREWORKS? 
IT'S STILL 
NOON. 
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THAT 
WAS THE 
DRAGON 
PALACE 
you 
VISITED. 


WHY 


BOTHER? 

THE TRIADS SEEMS THE 
PROBABLY GOVERNMENT'S 
STRIPPED DECIDED TO 

THE PLACE. PRETEND 

IT NEVER 


EXISTED. 


NY 
GUESS 5 
THEY ALSO 
WANTED 
TO SEND А 
MESSAGE. 


"DON'T 
MESS 
WITH 
JAPAN." 


SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT. 


A MAJOR 
SECURITY 


FLAW ІМ OSAKI 


PROSTHETICS 
HAS BEEN 
ЕХРОФЕР... 


I THINK 


IT'S FAIR TO 


SAY THAT 


ОФАКІ HEAVY 
INDUSTRIES 
IS FINISHED... 


---AND 
THE ORIGINAL 
RECALL AND 
ITS COVER- 
UP WILL SOON 
COME UNDER 
SCRUTINY. 
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--THE 
PARTNERSHIP 
WITH XUANWU 
INSTRUMENTS 

HAS FALLEN 
THROUGH... 


---TUST АФ 
КА2ЦУЦКІ 
HASHIKAMI 
WISHED. 


ШЕ 


BELIEVE 
THAT JUST 
ABOUT 
SUMS IT 


ur 


HOWEVER, 

I SUSPECT 
YOU KNEW THE 
COMPANY'S 
DAYS WERE 
NUMBERED... 


CHIEF 
ARAMAKI, I 
APPRECIATE 
THE CHAT... 


---AND HAVE 
ALREADY 
PREPARED 
AN EXIT 
STRATEGY. 


---BUT I 
THINK IT'S 
ABOUT TIME 
FOR ME TO 
BE GOING. 


MAKE NO 


MISTAKE. VOLI 
MAY MANAGE 
зі TO JUMP SHIP 


NO OTHER 
EFORE OSAKI 
VESSEL WILL اه‎ на 


TAKE YOU 
ABOARD. 


CARRYING: 
_ THE REMAINS 
ТОР МАКА! © 
THE АТЕШ! 


RECEIVED. WORD 
OF: А TRAFFIC 
CCIDENT IT 
APPEARS THAT 


GIVEN THAT 
YOMOTSUS 
٩ SECRETS AND ALL 
---I IMAGINE - OF KAZUYUKI'S 
THE OFFICIANT'S en RESEARCH NOW 
BODY WOULD REST UNDER 
HAVE BEEN B = SEVERAL MILLION 
A CRUCIAL ! ТОМӨ OF CONCRETE 
BARGAINING N AND WATER... 
CHIP IN ANY 
NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH THE 
CHINESE. 


-—BLIT NOW 
YOU HAVE 
NOTHING 

LEFT ТО ТІР 

THEM WITH. 9€ 


BEEN TRYING 


TO KEEP 
THE SCALES 
TIPPED IN YOUR 
FAVOR... 


IMAGINE THAT. 
PERHAPS IT'S 
JUST ONE 
OF THOSE 
ERRORS... 


I UNDERSTAND 
THE ACCIDENT 
WAS THE RESULT 
OF THE TRUCK 
SWERVING TO 
AVOID A SINGLE 
CROW THAT FLEW 
ONTO THE ROAD. 


--ТНАТ 
KAZUYUKI SO 
CHERISHED. 


---AND 
CELEBRATE 
A JOB WELL 
DONE... 


n 


--. TONIGHT, 
WE DRINK! 


GAH! TALK | ېر‎ 
ABOUT A 
- MOOD 
YOU LOOK KILLER! 
LIKE YOU 
ацёт бот 
BACK 
FROM A 
FUNERAL! 


BY 
THE WAY, 
КІР... 


---НОУу 
WAS YOUR 
FIRST 
TASTE OF 
ACTION? 


---AND FOUND 
OLT I WAS 
RAISED TO 
BECOME A 
BIOLOGICAL 

WEAPON. 
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BUT..THIS IS 
SUPPOSED 
TOBEA 


MAYOR 
MIKOMOTO'S. ў 


WELL, 
I TOOK 
FOUR 
SHOTS 
TO THE 
CHEST... 


---WATCHED 
MY ADOPTIVE 
BROTHER 
DIE RIGHT 
BEFORE MY 
EYES... 


FUNERAL. 


HOW 'ВОЦТ 
WE LIGHTEN 
THINGS ЫР 
WITH A LITTLE 
TARGET 
PRACTICE? 


you 
GOT THIS, 
SNIPER! 


HA! 
DID you 
FORGET 

WHO 
YOU'RE 
TALKING 
TO? 


THREE 
BIG ONES 


VUR 
THAT'S 
A MOOD 
KILLER, ALL 
RIGHT. 


THAT'S A 
HELL OF AN 

ЕУЕРАТСН 
FOR А LITTLE 

SCRATCH. 


NOT EVEN 
THAT CUTE WIFE 
OF YOURS IS 
GONNA LET YOu 
INTO HER BED 
WITH THAT ON. 


YEAH; 
WELL, WHILE 
YOU WERE ON 
THE GROUND 


BUT AS LONG AS 
YOUR DEFENSIVE 


I'LL GIVE УА 
CREDIT THIS 


INSTINCTS KICK IN TIME. FLESH «on зе Я 
EVERY TIME УОЫ AND BLOOD'S WITH A 7 
ENCOUNTER A вот ITS MONSTER. 
THREAT, IT'LL LIMIT PERKS. 


YOUR ABILITY TO 
A TAKE CONTROL OF 
Å THE SITUATION. 


you OUGHTA 

THINK ABOUT 
GETTING A 

PROSTHETIC. 


IF NOTHIN' 
ELSE, YOU 
WON'T HAVE 
TO THROW 
YOUR LIFE 
АУУАУ FOR 
NOTHIN'. 
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IF I EVER 
DECIDE TO GET 
ONE, IT WON'T 
BE FOR MY OWN 
SAFETY. IT'LL BE 
BECAUSE I'M 
WORRIED THAT 
WITHOUT IT I 
WON'T BE ABLE 
TO KEEP OTHERS 
FROM GETTING 
HURT. 


IF THERE'S 
ANYTHING I 
LEARNED 
THIS TIME 
AROUND, 
IT'S THAT. 


HEH. 
DON'T COME 
CRVIN' WHEN 

you LOSE. 


WAY TO 
INTERRUPT 
THE GAME. 


ІШЬ, 


COMPANY'S 
uP FOR 
SALE? 


- 280 = 


YOU WON'T 
BELIEVE 
THIS. IT'S THE 
OSAKI HEAVY 
INDUSTRIES 
ACQUISITION. 


WAS THIS 
HER PLAN 
THE WHOLE 
TIME...2 


CHECK 
OUT THE 
NAME 
OF THE 
BUYER... 


2 


How 


-.EASY- COULD Ё 


TO-MAIN- І RE- 
TAIN PROS- SIST? 

THETICS. OSAKI 
SOME NEW MAKES 
MANAGE- RELI- 
MENT AND ABLE 
А SYSTEMS LL 
OVERHAUL, 

AND IT'LL 


RATION; 


| MAAN. 


THAT'S 
GOING 
TO 
RUFFLE 
SOME 
FEATH- 


` 
Н 
` 


WE'RE 
SUPPOSED 


TO BE OUT 
CELEBRATIN' 


HOW 
LONG'S SHE 
GONNA HAVE 

US BY THE 
BALLS, HUH? 


ТО BE CONTINUED:..... 
на 
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